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A magical day at The River Network trainers’ showcase
A highly imaginative, energetic and innovative day was held by The River
Network, a co-operative group of coaches, trainers and management consultants
(so named as all the members are based alongside the River Thames). 
The purpose of the day was to introduce local companies to the 
different techniques that the five trainers use and show how they


embed learning using experiential, ‘learning by doing’ activities.

These activities involved drumming with musical tubes, drama, flower pot 

men, rescuing Barbie dolls and an exercise in pointillism (painting to 

you and me). The highlight of the day was Karen Kimberley’s communication
session and the introduction of magician Dean James. Dean, who has auditioned 

for the TV show Britain’s Got Talent, demonstrated how good communication can 

increase the profitability of a business using a number of tricks that kept the 

audience mystified and engaged. All the learning points were reinforced by using 

a giant pack of playing cards, and were the brainchild of Julian Dodson 

who specialises in active learning. 
The topics included leadership in action, group problem solving, writing for the 

reader, motivating for results, creative change and identifying personal 

communication skills. 
Feedback from the delegates was very enthusiastic with many of them rating the 

event as stimulating, motivating, interactive and fun. 

The trainers provide bespoke training and coaching in productivity, management, 

personal development, teams, creativity and marketing. Phil Hawthorn, who co-

founded the network, said “It was a day enjoyed by all – delegates and 
presenters.  We have all been subjected to bad and boring lecture led training 
events.  This could not have been more different.  Having fun and learning new 
skills at the same time – what could be a better investment?”

The event was held at The Ibis Club in Reading and the next showcase event will 

be held in late September this year. Numbers will be limited. To register your 
interest in attending the next showcase or to find out more about running one in 
your organisation contact Phil Hawthorn on phil@therivernetwork.co.uk 01628 
474035 or 07976 257512 or Karen Kimberley on 07785566468 email 
kk@karenkimberley.co.uk. 

Visit www.TheRiverNetwork.co.uk to find out more.
